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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: 

Charles S. Vann and David M. Cox 

Serial No. : Not yet assigned Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 

Filed: Herewith Examiner: Not yet assigned 

For: MATRIX STORAGE AND DISPENSING SYSTEM 

I, Michael K. Jones , Registration No. 41,100 certify that this 
correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as First 
Class mail in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 29231. 

On Septembi 

yd 

Registration No: 41,100 

Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

Preliminary Amendment 

Please make the following preliminary amendments to the above-identified continuation 
patent application: 
Claim of Priority 

Please insert the following claim to priority: 

This application is a continuation of application serial no. 09/251,232, filed February 16, 

1999.- 
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In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A system for storing and dispensing a plurality of reagents, comprising: 
an addressable array of reagent dispensers; 

a gate mechanism at a lower outlet region of each dispenser, each gate mechanism being 
independently operable between (i) an open condition permitting passage of a respective reagent 
through said outlet region, and (ii) a closed condition whereat such passage is blocked; 

a first support disposed below said array; 

a second support mounted on said first array, said second support having a holding area for 
receiving a plurality of receptacles; 

wherein (i) said first support is variably positionable, permitting placement of a fixed target 
region thereof directly under any selected one of said dispensers in said array, and (ii) said second 
support is variably positionable, permitting placement of any selected target site of said holding area 
directly over said fixed target region. 

Please cancel claims 2-13, 15-24, 27, 28, 32 and 33, without prejudice. 

Remarks 

The Applicant has added the claim of priority. The present application is a Continuation 
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Application from parent patent application Serial Number 09/251,232, filed 2/16/99, and entitled 
"Matrix Storage and Dispensing System". 

This preliminary amendment is being submitted to cancel claims 2-13, 15-24, 27, 28, 32, 
and 33 from the Continuation Application since these claims have already been prosecuted and 
allowed in the parent application. Claim 1 has been amended to correct an informality noted in the 
parent application. Upon entry of the foregoing preliminary amendments, claims 1,14,25 ,26, 29 and 
30 remain pending. 

Consideration and allowance of the above-captioned patent application are respectfully 
requested. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached pages are captioned "VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW 



CHANGES MADE." 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: September 18, 2001 

WOODCOCK WASHBURN KURTZ 
MACKIEWICZ & NORRIS LLP 
One Liberty Place - 46 th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 568-3100 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
In the Claims; 

The claims have been amended as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A system for storing and dispensing a plurality of reagents, comprising: 
an addressable array of reagent dispensers; 

a gate mechanism at a lower outlet region of each dispenser, each gate mechanism being 
independently operable between (i) an open condition permitting passage of a respective reagent 
through said outlet region, and (ii) a closed condition whereat such passage is blocked; 

a first support disposed below said array; 

a second support mounted on said first array, said second support having a holding area for 
receiving a plurality of receptacles; 

wherein (i) said first support is variably positionable [in a fashion] a permitting placement of 
a fixed target region thereof directly under any selected one of said dispensers in said array, and (ii) 
said second support is variably positionable [in a fashion^ permitting placement of any selected 
target site of said holding area directly over said fixed target region. 



